
Christian Heritage Class      Winter-Spring 2023  

The class meets about 11:20 following worship-- in the Hospitality Center, lower level.   
David Stedman, church historian, is the presenter, and all are welcome.   

The continuing theme for winter-spring is the Music of the Church. 
January 29   CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  NO CLASS 

February 5  Amazing Grace: The Calvinist John Newton (1725-1807) Rev.  John Newton was among the most 

influential Evangelical Anglicans of his day.  He led a long and useful life and was foremost in attempting to 

end the pernicious slave trade about which he knew only too much.  Newton ’s two great hymns of the Church 

are “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” which is built around 7 Biblical passages and in its 5 stanzas 

describes the people of God under the protection of their Savior Jesus and “Amazing Grace” which tells the 

story of a rescued sinner and rebel.  Newton said: “I am a great sinner, but God is a great Savior!” 

February 12 and 19  NO CLASS     

February 26  African-American Music in the Church.   Using as the textthe Lenten Devotional PLENTY GOOD 

ROOM (by Marilyn Thornton) we will explore in-depth Scripture, American history, and the music and lyrics of 

6 African-American spirituals, with biblical, social, and historical analyses of these pieces which truly enrich our 

devotional and spiritual experiences whenever they are part of our congregational hymnody.   

March 5   The Castrati of the Papal Choir During the 17th and 18th centuries in Italy some 4000 to 5000 boys 

were castrated annually for the purpose of singing soprano or alto in the church choirs.  Many of these came 

from the pope’s own dominions: The Papal States. The prohibition against women singing in the choir had its 

origin in the Bible (and in the Hebrew tradition), and thus castrated men were needed for the polyphonic 

music of the Baroque period.  Castration was authorized by the pope (Clement VIII) solely “for the glory of 

God.” 

March 12 NO CLASS 

 March 19  Handel’s Oratorio Judas Maccabeus.  The monument to a victory not yet won!  It appears Handel’s 

oratorio Judas Maccabeus (1746) was actually written before the victory it was to celebrate and commemorate, and was 

part of the composer’s stalwart support of the House of Hanover and King George II. The piece honors the 25-yr-old 

victor of the battle of Culloden  (April 16, 1746) and pacifier of Scotland, Prince William Augustus Duke of Cumberland 

(1721-65) but it is set in the time of the Maccabees . Handel’s Judas Maccabeus drew on the story of the old 

Jewish leader of the Jewish nation against an aristocratic Greco-Syrian invasion to parallel and embody the 

themes of the struggle in his own time (against the Roman Catholic Jacobites) and the joy of the hard-earned 

victory of the common people’s leader, along with the lamentations over the dead.   

March 26  The English Chorister. No other country in the world has such a wonderful tradition of daily services 

sung by choirs of men and boys as England, a tradition that was enhanced by English composers in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. In other European countries great cathedrals stand empty and dead....  But, for 

the first time in a thousand years there is an alarming number of empty seats in the choir stalls of Britain’s 

cathedrals too—because many boys prefer football and computer games to the commitment of daily 

evensong and Sunday services. 


